
Product Safety and Regulatory Compliance 

Vista Outdoor operates in a highly-regulated environment in the U.S. and international markets. 

U.S. federal, state, and local governmental entities, and foreign governments regulate many 

aspects of our business through product safety standards, laws and regulations, including the 

California’s Safe Water and Toxic Enforcement Act, Europe’s Registration, Evaluation, 

Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), Europe’s Restriction of Hazardous 

Substances Directive (RoHS), the US Toxics in Packaging Clearinghouse (TPCH) and others. 

While employees at each of Vista Outdoor’s individual brands work to ensure compliance with 

the product safety laws and regulations that apply to their products, Vista Outdoor also has a 

team of dedicated professionals within the corporate Compliance Department who oversee all 

aspects of product safety and compliance across the enterprise. Vista’s Product Safety and 

Compliance personnel have broad and diverse academic and experience credentials, and are 

often sought out by regulators, law enforcement, other industry participants and internal 

stakeholders to serve as expert consultants and witnesses. This organizational structure, together 

with robust internal policies and procedures, help ensure that Vista Outdoor meets its continuing 

obligations to regulators and consumers throughout the product life cycle. 

Risk-based pre-production product safety reviews are performed for all new product lines prior 

to their release to the market. These reviews are designed to identify and address risks arising 

from product designs, manufacture and warnings. For example, in our bicycle helmet category, 

before any helmet is released to the market, our engineers, designers and product safety 

engineers plan testing both at internal and external independent laboratories. Once a bicycle 

helmet is placed into production, batch testing and inspections are performed to assure product 

safety and compliance during production. 

A dedicated team of product Regulatory Compliance Engineers review products in development 

for compliance with global regulatory standards covering numerous areas, including chemistry, 

electronics, labeling, advertising claims, testing, and environmental regulations. These engineers 

represent their brands as members of the Vista Outdoor Compliance Council as stated in the 

Product Compliance Council Charter. These engineers represent their brands as members of the 

Vista Outdoor Compliance Council. Various proprietary tools are used to help ensure all 

regulations are considered for the market where our products will be sold. The Vista Outdoor 

Compliance Council also monitors new regulations in development in various countries and 

states to assure continued product compliance even as new regulations are developed. Vista 

Outdoor Regulatory Compliance engineers participate in the development of new standards 

being developed by ASTM International and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 

as contributors and, in some cases, as Sub-Committee Chairpersons. 

Vista Outdoor also actively monitors and solicits information on the use and performance of its 

products in the field in an ongoing effort to ensure the safety and compliance of its products. The 

Company’s Escalation Policy requires all employees to escalate any safety incidents in the field, 

which are documented and investigated. Corrective or remedial actions are considered and taken 



whenever necessary and appropriate, including post-sale warnings, product recalls, 

manufacturing modifications, design changes and warning enhancements. 

When a safety incident is reported internally, reporting obligations to regulatory agencies are 

considered following a thorough risk assessment of the information received. For its consumer 

products, Vista Outdoor welcomes and encourages partnership with and oversight from product 

safety regulators such as the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and Health 

Canada. We take a very conservative approach toward reporting in many cases and, even when 

the cause of an incident is in doubt, often share information in the spirit of transparency and 

cooperation. 

For more information about compliance and tracking with major product safety laws or 

regulations, please visit: 

• Vista Outdoor and California Prop 65

• Vista Outdoor and Consumer Product Safety Compliance

• Vista Outdoor Product Compliance Council Charter

Workplace Safety 

We are committed to creating a safe and healthy working environment for our employees. We 

employ rigorous safety standards in our manufacturing and distribution facilities. 

Each facility has their own, local Employee Safety handbook that outlines goals, policies, and 

procedures focused on the health and safety of the individual employee, whether in the field, 

plant or office. The goal of Management is to prevent accidents, to reduce personal injury and 

occupational illness and to comply with all safety and health standards. It is the policy of Vista 

Outdoor to provide a safe working environment for all employees and also applies to all visitors 

to our facilities, whether employees of vendors, contractors, customers, or other guests. 

We require all employees to wear proper safety equipment (such as eye and ear protection) and 

follow safety protocols. We post safety signs in clear locations throughout our facilities as a 

constant reminder that safety is our number one priority. We require factory employees to 

complete training to ensure they fully understand how to do their jobs and operate the equipment 

around them. 

Our facilities with human and machine interfaces have taken measures to separate forklift and 

pedestrian traffic by clearing defining drive aisles & pedestrian walkways with 

tape/signs/guardrails. 

There are many other best practices and actions we have seen deployed in our locations to 

promote workplace safety, including: 

• New Hire Safety Orientation

• PIT Training

• HAZCOM Training

• LOTO Training

https://vistaoutdoor.com/california-prop-65/
https://vistaoutdoor.com/compliancecertificates/
http://vistaoutdoor.com/product-compliance-charter-040220/


• Monthly Safety Committee Meetings

• Safety Talks in Start Ups,

• First Aid Responder Training held twice a year

• Emergency Action Plan, including walk-thru of Emergency Exit strategy

• Illness and Injury Prevention Plan

• First Aide and AED training

• OSHA 10-hour training for Warehouse and Shop staff

• Forklift Training

• Daily/Weekly/Monthly Safety Checklist

• VIVID Hazardous Communication Training

• SDS Reviews

• Multiple employees HAZWOPER and RCRA certified

• Back Safety and Injury Prevention

• Blood Born Pathogens training,

• C-TPAT

• Powered Industrial Trucks (PIT)

• Emergency Fire Preparedness

• Tornado Preparedness

• Fire Extinguisher Safety

Consumer Safety 

As an outdoor sports and recreation company, we believe that our consumers should be safe 

when engaging in the outdoor activity of their choice. 

For hunters and shooting sports enthusiasts, we support hunter education and firearms safety 

courses at the state and national levels. We produce educational materials for firearms safety 

instructors across the country. We urge all of our customers to follow the basic tenets of firearm 

safety and to wear proper safety equipment (such as eyes and ears) when using firearms. 

For bikers and skiers, we encourage consumers to follow all road and trail signs, wear proper 

safety equipment, such as helmets and lights, and always be aware of their surroundings to be as 

safe as possible when riding on the road, the trail, or the mountain. 

We also partner with a variety of organizations who share our values and approach to safety. 

International Hunter Education Association 

Federal Ammunition has been a proud sponsor of the International Hunter Education 

Association-USA (IHEA-USA) Volunteer Instructor of the Year Award for more than a decade. 

IHEA-USA is a leading hunter education and safety organization that promotes and teaches best 

practices, safe handling, and other critical safety aspects of firearms ownership and use. 



Project Child Safe 

Vista Outdoor is a proud Silver Sponsor of Project ChildSafe, a nationwide program that 

promotes firearms handling, genuine gun safety and responsible storage through the distribution 

of safety education messages and free firearm safety kits.  

Safe Kids 

For more than 25 years, Bell has led the way in safety by partnering with Safe Kids on 

awareness, education and advocacy programs to promote the use of bike helmets for children, 

which can reduce the risk of severe brain injuries by 88 percent. 


